Use of Force Investigation: 
Officer Wallace Jensen 


May 2018 

Investigative Officer L. Narain 



Overview 


• Scope of Investigation - Use of Force violation (Deficiencies in previous 
reports, stakeholder concerns, 20/20 prejudice) 

• Profiles (Jensen - Perez) 

• Jensen - training 

• Scene diagram 

• Video Analysis 

• Witness Analysis (video/audio) 

• Trajectory Analysis - Demonstration 

• Benchmarking 

• Recommendations 












Scope of Investigation (See 


Policy 

300 


Richmond Police Department 

Pokey Manual 


Use of Force 

300.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

This policy provides guidelines on the reasonable use of force. While there is no way to 
specify the exact amount or type of reasonable force to be applied in any situation, every 
member of this department is expected to use these guidelines to make such decisions in 
a professional, impartial and reasonable manner. 

300.1.1 DEFINITIONS 

Definitions related to this policy include: 

Deadly force - Force reasonably anticipated and intended to create a substantial likelihood 
of causing death or very serous injury. 

Force » The application of physical techniques or tactics, chemical agents or weapons to 
another person. It is not a use of force when a person allows him/herself to be searched, 
escorted, or detained. 


blue folder) 


• Laws/policies in place now and 
national trends 

• De-escalation trends 

• New non-lethal weapons 

• 2 years past 

• Laws/policies in place in 2014 

• Lexipol 

• Baton 

• Taser 

• Service dog 







Deficiencies in previous 


• DNA analysis not conducted 

(RPD had it) 

• No review of totality of 
circumstances 

• No inquiry into Officer Jensen's 
history (POBOR) 

• No investigation into others in 
area (3 cars in vicinity) 

(Corrected - Tellez in Vallejo) 


• No complete review of bullet 
trajectory 

• No complete picture of 
decedents criminal background 

(Relevance) 

• No training analysis 

• No recommendations (CPRC) 



Profiles 




Age: 24 

Height: 6' Weight: 185 
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Jensen Training — Response to Assault on Police Officer 



































Jensen Training 3/UOF (See 


10/9/2008 Taser Training 

11/20/2008 Point of View: People v. Hanes Detentions following 911 calls from unreliable callers 
11/26/2008 From "Point of View" US v. Craighead - was Craighead "in custody" for mirannda 
1/4/2009 Shooting Policy Sec. 302 Warning shots (.25 hrs) 

1/13/2009 Vehicle Pursuit Policy Sec 316 
2/3/2009 Officer Involved Shootings Sect 304 (30 MIN) 

4/14/2009 Booking approval 
7/24/2009 Breath Test Operator Certificate 
10/20/2009 Uniform Crime Reporting Requirements 
11/5/2009 Basic Certificate POST 
10/29/2010 Intermediate POST Certificate 
2/5/2010 Seat belt procedure (Sec 1022) 15 min 
2/6/2010 Starr 1 - Helicopter Operations 
2/14/2010 Shooting Policy 15 min (Warning shots?) 

2/19/2010 Vehicle Pursuit Policy (316) 30 Min 

- Reasonableness and non-lethal applications. Carotid, deadly force (15 min) 
3/29/2010 Investigating The Nuestra Familia Organization Certificate 
4/21/2010 Violent Gang Infiltration - Use of Informants 

8/26/2010 Policy Manual 313 and 414 Crime Gun Tracing, Hostages and Baricaded suspects 
8/28/2010 RPD Policy manual 313 and 314 

8/29/2010 RPD Policy manual 328 and 402 (Harassment and Racial bias/profiling) (30 mins) 

1/9/2011 Policy Review - Section 304 Officer Involved Shooting, Section 302 Major Incident Review, SOP 
10-03 Firearm discharge notification procedure (45 min) 


yellow folder) 

2/17/2011 K9 Policy, K9 Searches, K0 procedures. Range training. Entry training 

2/24/2011 Prison Ganges and Parolee Contacts 

3/13/2011 Estes Robbery, People v. Estes 147 Cal. App 3d 23 (1983) 

5/27/2011 CPR/AED Training (JENSEN Instructor) 

9/30/2011 Protective Hood Training 

10/22/2011 POST Legal Update Video (Sessions v. Runners - Ambiguity of Requesting 
Lawyer, People v. Overland - Proper wearing of seatbelts. Police 

created exigency) 

10/23/2011 POST Legal Update Video July 2011 (People v. Magee - Expectation of 
Privacy in Friends home) 

10/28/11 POST Legal Update Video (U.S. V Ewing - Probable Cause to Search a car) 
10/30/2011 POST Legal Update Video (People v. Guzman - hit and run) 

12/23/2011 Contra Costa DA's Office Training Bullitin #8, 653 22PC (Prostitution) 

12/25/2011 1551 PC Extradition and PRD Report Writing Manual 

2/14/2013 Taser Training Academy Taser X26 

3/13/2012 YCU Division and Group Homes 

4/5/12 Lifetime Fitness (Crossfit/nutrition) 

4/13/2012 Vehicle Tow Policy 

- Online use of form data entry and 

routing 

5/4/2012 Alcohol Beverage and Tabacco Sale Inspection Form 

5/5/2012 Wrap Application Update 

5/6/2012 Wrap Restraint Device 

4/3/2014 Advanced Officers Perishable Skills Training 

1.21/2013 Firearms Training 

8/18/2014 Firearms Training - Airsoft Simulated Firearms 






Scene Diagram 























Scene Diagram 
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Detailed Forensic Report 


Shooting Description 

At 00:15 (12:15 AM) hours on September 14, 2014 ShotSpotter detected a Multiple 
Gunshot incident in Richmond, CA. ShotSpotter recorded the incident as Flex ID #106468 
and located it at 3401 Cutting Blvd. 


Source: Richmond CA 

Details: 3 ROUNDS 

Rounds: 3 

Address: 3401 Cutting Blvd 

District: 

Beat: 3 

Latitude: 37.925398 

Longitude: >122.336945 

CAD ID: 150 

Date/TIme: 9/14/2014 00:15:46 


Shot 

Time 

1 

00:15:46.1 

2 ! 

00:15:46.6 

; 3 

00:15:47.2 


Shot timeline, Flex ID #106468 


Triangulation Flex ID #106468 was detected by 11 sensors. 
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Video Analysis 


• Store Surveillance video 

• Snap Chat Video 


Focus areas: 

• Witness locations/obstructions 

• Perez hand movements 

• Jensen position 



Witness Analysi 



Video evidence tends 
to show Police 
summoned to speak to 
Perez 














Witness Analysis/Creditability Review - Jensen: See Pink Folder 


• Jensen could not see Perez's left hand 

• Perez was right handed 


Perez 911 Call 














Trajectory Analysis 


























Trajectory Analysis - Shot 1/2 




Trajectory Analysis - Shot 3 






Trajectory Analysis 


























Trajectory Analysis - Demonstration (5 mins) 


Using these props, the trajectory analysis shows 
entry and exit wounds that are inconsistent with 
Officer Jensen's sworn statements. 


Props: Mannequin and color coded dowel rods 



Witness Credibility/Reliability Framework 


Rank 

Category 

Description 

A 

Very Reliable 

No doubt of authenticity, 
trustworthiness or compentency 

B 

Generally Reliable 

Minor doubt about authenticity, 
trustworthiness or competency 

C 

Possibly Reliable 

Doubt about authenticity, 
trustworthiness or competency. Not 
full disclosure. Potentially biased. 

D 

Not Generally Reliable 

Significant doubt about authenticity, 
trustworthiness or competency. Easily 
influenced. 

E 

Unreliable 

Lacking in authenticity, 
trustworthiness or competency 

F Cannot be Judged 

No basis for evaluating reliability 

X 

Not relevant 

n/a 





Key Witnesses 



Notes 


Saw beginning of 
altercation, but view was 
obstructed by bag of chips 


Present on scene - 
statements appear to 
correspond to video 

Present on scene - false 
statements. Claims 2 
officers dragged body into 
the store 


Assessment 



Credibility - moderate to high (2 min audio) 
"The look on the officer's face was like he 
was shocked he even had to do that" 

Credibility-moderate (3 min audio) 



0 





















Key Witnesses 



Not relevant - Alleges she say Perez with his hands in the air. 
But later claimed did not witness the physical altercation or 
the shooting. Had spoken to the Perez family 2 weeks prior to 
DA investigation 2/5/2018 


Claims to have seen the entire 
event, but only came forward 3 
years later. 












• Was in the car the entire time, did not hear anything 

• Saw Jensen on Perez and heard gunshots 

• Boyfriend (Peter) 



(5MAR2018) 

When as ked why she had not contacted the police in the past three years to tell them what see 
had seen, said she did not know how, or that she was supposed to call the police. 

said the officer told her if she didn’t “Get the fuck back she would be laying right there 
with Perez”. She said she was just trying to get into the store to see if Perez was all right. 

further stated Perez was initially walking away from the store towards Carlson Avc and 
for some reason turned around and started going back into the store. The officer said something 
to Perez and the next thing she knew the officer had his gun out and Perez had his hands up and 
then the officer shot Perez. 

Upon further questioning, then admitted she did not actually sec the officer shoot Perez 

but rather heard the gunshots and lien learned Perez had been shot. further explained 

after she saw Perez with his hands in the ah, she turned away to speak to her to grandson for 2 or 
3 seconds and then heard the gunshots. 

When asked a second time if the family asked her to talk to the police and tell them what she 
saw, ^^B stated yes bat did not remember when. 


then staled she did not want to talk to us anymore and left the room. 










claims: 


• Pedie said he would be dead by a cop 

• Pedie said he would be forever in a liquor store 

• Pedie suffered from anxiety, but had a heart of god 

• Pedie was right handed, but Jensen claimed Pedie reached and 
grabbed weapon with left hand. 



Additional Multimedia Evidence Analysis 


Video: 

* video - notice leading 
questions by interviewers. 

• Security camera footage 


Audio 

• Jensen audio - notice multiple 
references to him clearly stating 
he saw Perez' hand on his 
weapon, which contradict DNA 
results. 



Case law summary - reasonableness 



Prior to first shot arms appear to be going up 







Weapon Angle 
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Recommendations 


• Holsters (Triple threat) 

• Gel/foam pepper spray 

• De-escalation policy 

• De-escalation training 

• Perishable skill training with less 
lethal force 


• Re-evaluation of taser policy 

• 15 ft tase r cartridge (depending 
on 

• Increased transparency (website 
reporting) 

• Facebook page 



Conclusion 


• Note: this is NOT a criminal investigation 

• Review of evidentiary standards. 

• Officer Jensen's untruthful testimony was not given extra weight in 
my findings. All evidence was reviewed within the lens of what 
happened leading up to the fatal shots. 

• Very close call, but more evidence leans to a finding that Officer 
Jensen escalated too quickly and used more force than was called for 
given the totality of the circumstances. 



